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Abstract

In 1981, the National Council on Aging emphasized the need to create strategies toward fostering
knowledgeable and empathetic members of society among all generations. Music-based intergenerational
programs in the United States gained traction in the 1980s and expanded to Canada, United Kingdom, and
Israel in the 1990s. The purpose of this review was to categorize research studies and descriptive publications
by age group and music activity to reveal trends related to intergenerational music programs. Poster

Twenty research and descriptive articles (including two case studies) were identified through the search process. Three
dissertations were included. Results by decade: 1980-1989= 3; 1990-1999= 3; 2000-2009= 7; 2010-2016= 10. Results by type:
Descriptive= 13; Experimental= 10. Articles were categorized based on the following age group parameters: Elementary= 1st-
6th, Middle School= 7t- 9th High School= 10th- 12t In the categorization of type of music activity, General Music & Singing is
defined as music activities including singing, movement, and use of percussion instruments. The results from selected
publications highlighting the various benefits of intergenerational music programs are presented on the poster.
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